
Social Studies 
Standards and Benchmarks 

 
Fifth Grade 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Course Description: 
The focus of fifth grade social studies is the study of American History and Geography 
from itʼs discovery up to the 1900ʼs. Special emphasis is given to the exploration and 
colonization of America, the Revolutionary War and Development of a New Nation, the 
Civil War, and Westward Expansion. 
 
Standards: 
History--Understand historical perspective and how it affects society 
Government--Understands and applies the basic principles of civics, politics, and 
government 
Economics--Understands the Principles of Economic Systems 
Geography--Use geographic information to understand people and places 
Social Sciences--Analyze the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies 
 
Benchmarks: 
5.1.1  Understands exploration and settlement of America  
5.2.1  Understands early forms of government in America  
5.3.1  Understands how economics affected the settlement and development of  
  America   
5.4.1  Understands how to read different types of maps  
5.5.1  Understands cultural differences among people in America 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
5.1 History  
5.1.1  Understands exploration and settlement of America  
5.1.A   Knows who some of the important European explorers were and 
where    they explored. 
5.1.B Knows where the 4 main European cultural groups settled in 

America and  why they settled there. 
5.1.C   Knows about the Louisiana Purchase. 
5.1.D   Understands how the U.S. acquired the Mexican Territory and the  
   Oregon Country. 
5.1.E   Understands reasons for the Civil War. 
5.1.F   Knows important people and events during the Civil War. 
5.1.G Knows how the American colonists were able to win the 

Revolutionary War. 
5.1.H Knows who the different groups were to settle the original 13 

colonies in America. 
5.1.I   Know why the colonists fought and won the Revolutionary War 
 



5.2 Government 
5.2.1  Understands early forms of government in America  
5.2.1.A  Knows the types of government in the 13 colonies. 
5.2.1.B Understands the Constitutional Convention and how the 

Constitution was created. 
5.2.1.C Knows how our government and constitution protects our individual 

civil rights. 
 
5.3 Economics 
5.3.1  Understands how economics affected the settlement and development of  
  America   
5.3.1.A  Knows early European explorers reasons for coming to America. 
5.3.1.B  Understands the economic development of the original 13 colonies. 
5.3.1.C  Knows the economic impact of the Civil War. 
 
5.4 Geography  
5.4.1  Understands how to read different types of maps  
5.4.1.A  Knows how to find certain locations using grid systems. 
5.4.1.B  Knows how to use a map key. 
5.4.1.C  Knows the 50 states in the U.S. 
5.4.2.D  Knows the 7 geographic regions in the contiguous U.S. and several 
   characteristics of each 
 
5.5 Social Sciences  
5.5.1  Understands cultural differences among people in America 
5.5.1.A Knows how the early European settlers impacted the Native 

Americans. 
5.5.1.B  Understands the different lifestyles in the 13 colonies. 
 


